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Division of Forestry Recovers Wildfire Suppression Costs
Fifty-five Kentucky counties to be repaid from special fund

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Jan. 10, 2012) — The Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF)
recently paid $27,120.86 to 55 counties from the collection of wildfire suppression fees
as required in KRS 149.180.

KDF, the state agency responsible for suppressing wildfires and enforcing forest
fire laws on state and private lands, collects costs associated with firefighting from
individuals who are responsible for starting fires by accident or by their negligence. The
recovered costs are deposited into a special fund in the Energy and Environment
Cabinet where they may be returned to the county in which the suppression costs were
incurred. In order to be eligible for the suppression cost refunds, a county must be in
compliance with its annual timberland assessment -- a law that requires the counties to
pay two cents per acre of privately-owned timberlands.

KDF has been collecting timberland assessments from counties since 1959 for
the purpose of establishing county forest fire protection funds. If a county is not eligible
to receive the recovered costs, the money is used by KDF to improve fire protection
services.

The costs of wildfire protection and suppression place a financial burden on
private citizens as well as public agencies. Each year, wildfires destroy resources and
endanger public safety. Fortunately, most of Kentucky’s wildfires can be prevented. For
more information about wildfire prevention, visit http://forestry.ky.gov. To report forest
arson, call the Target Arson Hotline at 1-800-27-ARSON.



http://forestry.ky.gov/

Editor’'s Note:

The counties listed below received the following reimbursements for wildfire suppression costs:

COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT
Boone $281.18
Franklin $179.62
Henry $67.64
Madison $2,547.74
Owen $88.36
Trimble $1,155.76
Breckinridge $337.83
Bullitt $598.08
Grayson $342.80
Hancock $196.49
Hardin $309.80
Hart $220.02
Jefferson $543.80
LaRue $116.67
Meade $271.72
Nelson $253.25
Spencer $40.88
Warren $39.38
Floyd $1,616.12
Johnson $1,222.64
Lawrence $537.00
Martin $2,007.94
Pike $3,780.23
Breathitt $245.26
Knott $170.98
Lee $249.79
Letcher $100.00
Perry $359.69
Wolfe $549.50
Bath $14.09
Boyd $253.06
Carter $295.16
Fleming $171.10
Greenup $723.05
Lewis $1,007.10
Nicholas $416.31




Cumberland $116.48
Monroe $433.93
Clay $288.00
Knox $404.69
Laurel $36.88
Whitley $325.39
Ballard $287.66
Caldwell $403.28
Calloway $384.99
Carlisle $94.17
Crittenden $198.10
Fulton $470.42
Graves $180.61
Hickman $508.40
Livingston $687.37
Lyon $145.82
Marshall $487.08
McCracken $258.94
Trigg $98.61

Total: $27,120.86




